
The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, PA., to 

remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment. 

Aldersgate

     Our sermon series, With God’s Son: Following our Rabbi through the Gospel of Matthew, consists 

of sub-series designed to guide us through the first book of the New Testament. The 

current sub-series, Parables: Ears to Hear, invites us to consider the central truths found in 

four parables of Jesus. Today’s sermon, The Kingdom of Small, is the third in the sub-series. 

You will find an order of service on Page 4 and sermon notes on Page 5.  
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Series Spiritual Practice: You are invited to read through the 

Gospel of Matthew once a month for the next 12 months. This will 

give us an opportunity to focus on the whole book while we share 

the sermons based on passages in the book of Matthew at the same time.   



             Our Mission:  To raise up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus 

 Our Local Mission Field:  Aldersgate Academy, Bowie Elementary School, 

McMurry University, Our Neighborhoods/Community Garden 

Regularly Scheduled Services  

and Opportunities to Grow and Serve 

All are welcome!  

Please contact the Church Office at 672-7893 

 if you’d like to know more about becoming involved. 

Ministry Leaders 

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415 

Associate Pastor:  

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017 

Music: David Wallis 

Connections/Communications:  

     Lisa Alexander 

Children: Alayna Brooks & Amber Redman 

Youth/Contemporary Worship: 

     Daniel Mathis 

College/Young Adults (interim):  

     Dennis Land 

Administration/Finance: Mary Chavez Lust 

Reception: Susan Acosta 

Academy: Carol Rogers 

Custodial Services: Robert Sandoval 
 

Staying Connected 
Office Hours:  

       Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. -12 p.m.,               

              1p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

       Fri. 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

www.aldersgateabilene.org 
 

ENews: Sign up on our website to 

receive our weekly electronic 

newsletter, or send an email to 

news@aldersgateabilene.org.  

Facebook: facebook.com/

AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church 

Twitter:@AldersgateABI 

Instagram:@aldersgateabi 

Text Message Reminders: 

     gracepeace to 313131 

Text To Give:  325-269-2032 

THIS WEEK 

 

Sunday, May 14: 

  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:05 a.m. Sunday School  

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  

  5:00 p.m. Youth Ministry 

 

Monday, May 15:  

   7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

    

Tuesday, May 16: 

   9:30 a.m. Ruth Circle 

   1:00 p.m. UMW Reading Group 

   

Wednesday, May 17: 

  7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

 

Thursday, May 18 

  6:00 p.m. Bowie Leadership Extravaganza 

  7:30 p.m.  Contemporary Band Practice 

 

 

 
   COMING UP 

   

 Sunday, May 21:               Senior Sunday 

 Monday, Tuesday, May 23, 24: Academy Graduation 

 Thursday, May 25:                    Adult Seniors Lunch and Games 
 

 



Budget for 2017 =     $  776,100.00 

Received Last Week =   $    15,693.00 

Received This Month-to-Date =  $    15,693.00 

Received Year-to-Date =   $  251,818.00 

Ahead/(Behind) Budget =   $  (16,832.00) 

2017 Faith Promise Pledges = $    37,362.00 

2017 Faith Promise Contributions  $      9,490.00 

At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our prayers, presence 
(attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in the community) and 
witness (sharing our faith). You will find information about service and 
witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. This page is dedicated to 
matters of prayer, presence, and gifts. 

In Depth 

Clay Meadows 

Doris Ogden 

Lou Swindell 

Ken Schmidt 

Rosalee Schmidt 

Alice Shaw 

Alice Alcala 

Carolyn Strain 

Military and Families 

Millie Speed 

Sarah Doucette 

Delmon Wilson 

Billie Langston 

Judy English 

Charles Myrick 

Clinton Gayle 

Addison English 

Lora Langford 

Bob Kuykendall 

Kay Burkhart 

Billy & Jennifer Butler 

Tara Goodloe 

June Gill 

Jazmine Lara, Academy student  

Daisy Walsh 

Praise for the birth of Beau 

Hamilton on May 3, 2017. 

Prayers:  

 

Presence and Gifts: 5.7.2017 

To learn more about ways to give: visit our website 

www.aldersgateabilene.org or contact Mary Chavez Lust 

at 672-7893 or via email at mary@aldersgateabilene.org. 

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 221 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 138 

Sunday School = 195 

 

Sunday School classes are offered 

 at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn more 

about Adult Sunday School classes, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at  

672-7893 or via e-mail at 

amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org. 

Bowie Leadership Extravaganza: Volunteers are needed on Thursday, May 18 at 6pm to serve a 

meal to Bowie Elementary students and their families. If you are interested in volunteering, 

contact Amy Wilson Feltz at (325)-660-5017 or amywilsonfeltz@aldersgate.org. 

Service:  



Traditional Worship: A Fellowship of Music Makers 
      Music at Aldersgate does not exist in a vacuum. 

All who participate in the music ministry seek to 

honor and exalt God, yearn to be transparent so 

that the music can reach others without distraction 

and pray that the Spirit’s anointing will unify our 

voices and talents. This kind of music-making has 

led to growth in both the Chancel Choir and the 

Jubilee Ringers Bell Choir. Our fellowship has 

evolved as former members have left for 

reassignments, moves, changes in family or new opportunities in life, and new members have joined. 

What undergirds our experience is our fellowship and reason for being: to bring beautiful and thoughtful 

music to our traditional worship service.  

      Since its inception, Aldersgate has always maintained a strong a relationship with McMurry, 

particularly since we have defined the university as part of our mission field. The impact of college 

students involved in our worshipping community has been significant and vibrant in the past several 

years to the point that a wonderful legacy of students matriculating into ministry has been part of 

Aldersgate’s DNA. The music ministry at Aldersgate has been blessed with fine college musicians in our 

ensembles who serve as leaders, many as scholarship musicians. Several of these students have gone on to 

serve as interns, assistants or program directors in other congregations later in their lives. Our ministry 

members enjoy a relationship of nurturing and becoming more than the sum of our parts. We are not 

only stronger for it as individual followers of Jesus, our worship and community are the richer for it.   

      Our Chancel Choir currently maintains a roster of 22 committed and dedicated singers. Three of 

these are scholarship students who bring their collegiate musical training to our music-making. The 

Jubilee Bell Choir stands at a full compliment of 13 players and enjoys the talents of six college students 

who bring great diversity and spirit to our rehearsals. The following students currently are involved in 

the traditional music ministry and are listed with their 

years of service: David Patterson (1 year, Children’s 

Choir Director, Jubilee Bell Choir), Hope Rouse (2 

years, Jubilee Bells), James McDonald (5 years! 

Chancel Choir, Jubilee Bells), Jamie Morgan (3 years, 

Chancel Choir, Jubilee Bells), Cole Roberts (1 year, 

Chancel Choir, Jubilee  Bells), and Jackson McElroy 

(1 year, Jubilee Bells).  Please joining me in thanking 

them for their service.  — David Wallis       



Children: Parent/Kid Showdown 
      Our second annual Parent/Kid Showdown last 

Sunday proved to be a wonderful time of recognition, 

celebration and competition! This year, a group of 

parents decided to recognize and serve all the people 

who usually work in children’s ministry. They 

cooked a delicious meal, bought gifts for all the 

workers and volunteers and recognized all of us for 

our time and effort with the kids. The kids helped 

serve the food, passed out the gifts and made cards to 

go along with the gifts. I know all of the children’s ministry workers felt so appreciated and loved, 

and I truly appreciate all the effort and time that went into making this such a wonderful evening! 

After we shared a meal together, the kids challenged their parents in Bible knowledge by inviting 

them to play the games that we usually play on Sunday nights during Kids for Christ. The kids 

may have won for the 2nd year in a row, but the parents won, too, because we love to see our kids 

learning about the Bible and having a great time! — Alayna Brooks 

Youth: Spring and Summer 
      Friends, see below for the schedule of youth activities from today (Sunday, May 14) through 

the end of the summer. Unless a different date and time are specified, the youth events will take 

place on Sunday nights from 5-7:30 p.m. Of course, more detailed info will be provided as we get 

closer to each event, but feel free to contact me at youth@aldersgateabilene.org. in the meantime. 

Grace and peace. — Daniel Mathis 

5/14   No Youth (Mother’s Day) 

5/21   Butman Fun Day!  

   (1-6pm/Camp Butman) 

5/28   Hello Summer Pool Party  

   (6-8pm/Dive Spot) 

5/30-6/1 Mystery Ramble  

   (Out-of-town trip for Grades 6-9) 

6/4   Sonic Volleyball 

6/11   Stand-up Paddle Boarding 

6/18   No Youth (Fathers’ Day) 

6/21   Movie Night 

6/25-7/1    UM ARMY Mission Trip  

                  (Grades 10-12)     

7/9        No Youth 

7/16        Pavilion Party at the Garden 

7/23-7/28  Camp Eagle 

mailto:youth@aldersgateabilene.org


      Since we broke ground in 2011, the Open Door Community Garden on 

South 19th and Amarillo streets has served as a gathering place as people from 

the church and larger community come to work and to play together. If you’ve 

walked over to or driven by the garden lately, you have seen the newest 

addition to our gathering space . . . a beautiful pavilion! (See photo bottom 

right.) This pavilion will offer shade from the sun, additional seating and the 

opportunity to collect rainwater to water the garden. (The next time you see Carlton Villers, please thank 

him for his hard work in patience in overseeing the construction of this new structure and gift of our 

neighborhood.) 

      The best way I know to celebrate a new space is with a party, full of friends, laughter, and of course, 

good food! So, please, mark your calendars, for Sunday, July 16, at 5 p.m. for  Pavilion Party! We will 

bless our pavilion and enjoy each other’s company while we eat and play. (Stay tuned for more 

information about food trucks and games!) 

      Our Open Door Community Garden currently serves as the most visible manifestation of our 

presence in our neighborhood and of our service in that area of what we call our local mission field. And 

I am so grateful for all of you who serve in the garden in whatever way you can. Thank you! 

      Connecting through the Open Door is so much fun, and now David Feemster has provided a way for 

us to stay connected off site. If you have a Facebook account, you are welcome to join the public group 

that will keep you informed of what is going on at the garden and give you the chance to contribute your 

thoughts and ideas. Just login to Facebook and search for “Open Door Community Garden.” It is a great 

way to stay connected. Thanks, David! 

      During the next several months, I will be forming teams to serve in additional ways in the 

neighborhood, including communicating with and 

connecting with our neighbors, so if you are 

interested in learning more about that, please 

contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org  

or (325) 660-5017 or by making a note on the back 

of your Welcome Card. And check the In Action for 

more information! 

      Great things are growing in the Open Door 

garden! Grace and Peace, Amy 

mailto:amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org


Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus


